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1. Three truths leading to a changed life in Christ: “Know” centers on the mind.  “Reckon” (Account for biblical truth) centers on the heart.  “Yield” centers on our will and actions.  (Head, Heart and Hands!) 

2. By God’s grace, we must be dead to ourselves and alive to Christ as our victory over sin will be in direct proportion to His victory over us.
((
Spiritual People and the Law

1. Their relationship to the __________ changes. 

     A. They are like the widows freed from their husbands. 

Romans 7:1–3, HCSB - 1 Since I am speaking to those who understand law, brothers [ie., Jewish brothers], are you unaware that the law has authority over someone as long as he lives? 2 For example, a married woman is legally bound to her husband while he lives. But if her husband dies, she is released from the law regarding the husband. 3 So then, if she gives herself to another man while her husband is living, she will be called an adulteress. But if her husband dies, she is free from that law. Then, if she gives herself to another man, she is not an adulteress. 
Foreshadowing: It’s not the husband that dies—it’s the believer that dies.

 (The believer is now dead to sin grip in his life.  cf., v 6.)
     B. They are like dead men freed from their lusts. 

Romans 7:5, HCSB - 5 For when we were in the flesh [ie., lost, fallen nature], the sinful passions operated through the law in every part of us and bore fruit for death [with every sin, every rebellion we were hastening our own doom]. 
2. Their relationship to the __________ changes. 
     A. They have been raised by Christ.

Romans 7:6, HCSB - 6 But now we have been released from the law, since we have died to what held us, so that we may serve in the new way of the Spirit and not in the old letter of the law. 
     B. They can now produce fruit through Christ.

Romans 7:4, HCSB - 4 Therefore, my brothers, you also were put to death in relation to the law through the crucified body of the Messiah, so that you may belong to another—to Him who was raised from the dead—that we may bear fruit for God. 
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	For the Christian serious about their faith, we do not live by rules but in living a relationship with Christ. 



	Life Application Section:  “God’s plan for the Home and Marriage”


1. The Biblical Purpose for Marriage and the Home

A. To Mirror God’s image (Gen. 1:26-27)
B. To Multiply a godly Heritage (Gen. 1:28, Eph. 6:4) 
C. To Mutually complete one another (Genesis 2:18, Eph, 5.21, 1 Cor. 11:11)
D. To Model Christ’s Relationship with the Church (Eph.  5:32)
2. The Biblical Perspective on Divorce
There are nine primary passages that are referred to on the subject of divorce and remarriage: Gen. 2:24; Deut. 24:1-4; Mal. 2:6-16; matt. 5:31-32; Matt. 19:3-12; Mark 10:2-12; Luke 16:18; Rom. 7:1-6; 1 cor. 7:10-15.
 God hates divorce—marriage is always the work of God, whereas divorce is 

   always the work of man.   (The word “divorce” means to amputate.)
 Nearly half of marriages in the US end in divorce.  (The divorce rate among 

   Southern Baptist is slightly higher than the national average.) 

 While God never commends much less commands divorce, three biblical 

    conditions where it may be permitted: adultery, abandonment, and abuse. 
3. The Biblical Perspective Marriage
 Marriage is to be between one man and one woman for life. 

 “Husband” Come from the word meaning gardener. 
 “Wife” comes from words meaning one who fills a void.

 Husbands, love your wives; wives, respect your husbands.  (cf., Eph. 5:33)
 The greatest problem in marriage today is “selfish independence.”

 The greatest goal of marriage should be “unselfish interdependence.” 

 Agapé (self-sacrificing love) is the biblical standard for love in the marriage. 
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