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Dr. Joe K. Taylor, Senior Pastor, South Reno Baptist Church, Reno, NV   (    January 18, 2015 

All Scriptures are printed verbatim with translations noted.  (  Pew Bible Page Number is 1041.
In the Study Verse Section, God’s Word is printed in regular faced text with Pastor Joe’s commentary in the smaller faced text.
Biblical words, underlined with dots, are explained in the brackets.
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1. The reality of our freedom—“no condemnation.”
2. The reason for our freedom—our justification. 

3. The route to our freedom—substitution. 

4. The result of our freedom—our sanctification.  

“As a follower of Christ, you can be certain that you are truly forgiving by God”

“We must—by faith—receive God and His forgiveness and then we must forgive ourselves!”

((
Freedom from Defeat—No Obligation!
                                                             (To the flesh)

Four Contrasts in This Passage
1. Flesh v. Spirit

Romans 8:5, HCSB - 5 For those who live [lit., to have a strong focus, to strive toward]  according to the flesh think about the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, about the things of the Spirit. 
Galatians 5:19–21, HCSB - 19 Now the works of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, moral impurity, promiscuity, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatreds, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfish ambitions, dissensions, factions, 21 envy, drunkenness, carousing, and anything similar. I tell you about these things in advance—as I told you before—that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
Galatians 5:22–23, HCSB - 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such things there is no law. 
2. Death v. Life
Romans 8:6, HCSB - 6 For the mind-set of the flesh is death, but the mind-set of the Spirit is life and peace. 
3. War with God v. peace with God

Romans 8:7, HCSB - 7 For the mind-set of the flesh is hostile to God because it does not submit itself to God’s law, for it is unable to do so. 
4. Pleasing self v. pleasing God

Romans 8:8-9, HCSB - 8 Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.  9 You, however, are not in the flesh [lit., “no sold under to the flesh” rf., slavery], but in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God lives in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong [lit., “dwell” meaning “to take up residence”] to Him. 
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	As a follower of Christ, you can be certain that you are pleasing to God.




H

e saved us, not because of the righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He washed away our sins, giving us a new birth and new life through the Holy Spirit. 







- Titus 3:5, NLT 
	Life Application Section: 


P

aul is drawing a contrast between two kinds of lives:  There is the life which is dominated by sinful nature and there is the life that is dominated by the Spirit of God. The question before each of us is this: 









“To whom will we yield control?”
Romans 5:5-6, TLT (Joe Taylor’s Literal Translation)- 5 “Those existing according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but, those [existing] according to the Spirit [set their minds on the] things of the Spirit. 6 If you live according the flesh—you will die; if you live according to the Spirit—you will live and find peace.”
YOU MUST CHOOSE ONE AND ONLY ONE, PLEASE:
( Option A: Live according to the flesh (which leads to death).
( Option B: Live according to the Spirit (which leads to life and peace).






