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Romans 1 - Part Eight - "The Specific Charges" (cont.) - Romans 1:28-32
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All Scriptures are printed verbatim with translations noted.  (  Pew Bible: 1036.
In the Study Verse Section, God’s Word is printed in regular faced text with Pastor Joe’s commentary in the smaller faced text.
Biblical words, underlined with dots, are explained in the brackets.
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A. The object of God’s wrath is twofold: godlessness and wickedness.

B. The specific indictments against us are (1) inexcusable ignorance,                 (2) ingratitude, (3) insolence (rudeness), and (4) idolatry and                      (5) immorality.

C. No matter what the sin is, God has provided forgiveness, salvation and the hope of eternal life to those who repent and embrace the gospel of Jesus Christ.  
((
6. Sixth Indictment—incorrigibility
     A. They embrace their wicked deeds.

STUDY VERSE SECTION - Romans 1:28–31, NASB95 - 28 And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over to a depraved [the Greek word doesn’t mean “as bad as they can possibly be:” it means “as bad off as they can possibly be.”  “Humankind is judicially separated from God, helplessly estranged and willfully ignorant of the peril they face.” C. Swindoll; Note: There can be no more dreadful condition than this] mind, to do those things which are not proper, 29 being filled with all unrighteousness [lit., the antithesis of righteousness], wickedness [restatement of ‘unrighteousness’ but now in present-future voice] , greed [appetite for the things of others], evil [lit., vengeance]; full of envy [the spirit that wants not only the things of other, but also begrudges the fact that the other person has them—they want them to suffer the loss of their property/accomplishments], murder [the intentional taking of an innocent life], strife [the spirit given to arguing and/or debate], deceit [lit., ‘fish bate’, they ‘bait’ others for their own harm; this is pure old lying], malice [lit., bad character—the spirit to do harm to others, to promote themselves]; they are gossips [lit., ‘ear whisperers’—a gossip who seeks to harm another’s reputation by privately tearing another person down to build themselves up], 30 slanderers [a gossip who seeks to harm another’s reputation by publically tearing another person down to build themselves up], haters of God [a person who hates the standards and restrictions imposed by God], insolent [rudeness], arrogant [proud, self-exaltation], boastful [one who brags about what he/she has done (true or untrue)], inventors of evil [one who seeks new forms of evil], disobedient to parents [Quote: “If you flunk home, you will flunk life.” – JKT], 31 without understanding [a person who refuses to learn by experience], untrustworthy [one who does not keep their word], unloving [lit., “without natural affection”], unmerciful [one who will not give grace]… 

     B. They endorse their wicked deeds.

STUDY VERSE SECTION - Romans 1:32, NASB95 - 32 and although they know the ordinance of God [Observation: Man knows in his heart what God wants and where his/her sin will lead], that those who practice [future tense…”and keep practicing such things”] such things are worthy of death [lit., eternal judgment], they not only do the same, but also give hearty approval to those who practice them. 
Romans 1:32, NCV - 32 They know God’s law says that those who live like this should die. But they themselves not only continue to do these evil things, they applaud others who do them. 
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	God says, “Your willful rejection of Me and my Word has left Me no other choice; I must put you out of My presence.” 
There can be not more dreadful condition than this.


	Life Application Section:  “A personal word to the church—this church”


A. This battle will not be easy but do not fear.   (cf., Romans 8:31-39)
B. Do not personalize this.   

C. The affirmation of biblical authority is central to the church’s consideration of this issue—or any issue. 
D. Pray, Pray, Pray (for boldness, wisdom and deliverance)
E. Ponder this thought from God’s Word: “As it was in the days of Lot…so shall it be when the son of man comes.” (Luke 17:28-30)  Our God is soon to return!
F. I feel strongly that Christians have a scriptural mandate to love and care for all the people. Everyone is entitled to be treated with respect and dignity, even those who are living in immoral circumstances. There is no place for hatred, hurtful jokes, or other forms of rejection toward those who are homosexual. We cannot hope to win others to Jesus Christ if we insult and wound them.   This is a spiritual battle—not just political or legal. 
