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Dr. Joe K. Taylor, Senior Pastor, South Reno Baptist Church, Reno, NV   (    September 7, 2014 

All Scriptures are printed verbatim with translations noted.  (  Pew Bible: 1038-1039.
In the Study Verse Section, God’s Word is printed in regular faced text with Pastor Joe’s commentary in the smaller faced text.
Biblical words, underlined with dots, are explained in the brackets.
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A. If we don’t deal with our sin, they will take us father than we ever intended to go; they will keep us longer than we even intended to stay; and they will cost us more than we even intended to pay.  
B. If we repeat of our sins, God will forgive and forget all about our sins. 
((
F

or we conclude that a man is justified by faith apart from the works of the law.                                     - Romans 3:28, HCSB
Important Elements of Biblical Faith
1. Faith does not look at the limitations. 
Romans 4:16–19, HCSB - 16 This is why the promise is by faith, so that it may be according to grace, to guarantee [You can be sure!] it to all the descendants —not only to those who are of the law but also to those who are of Abraham’s faith. He is the father of us all 17 in God’s sight. As it is written: I have made you the father of many nations. He believed in God, who gives life to the dead [Important: Jesus didn’t die to make bad people good, but to make dead people alive!] and calls things into existence that do not exist. 18 He believed, hoping [Gk: elpida (accucative case)—human expectation] against hope; [Elpidi (dative case)—divine expectation; this is a paradoxical play-on-words—he is clearly separating natural hope from supernatural hope], so that he became the father of many nations according to what had been spoken: So will your descendants be. 19 He considered [some translation s insert “not” here] his own body to be already dead (since he was about 100 years old) and also considered the deadness of Sarah’s womb, without weakening in the faith. 
2. Faith does not lower the expectations. 

Romans 4:20, HCSB - 20 He did not waver in unbelief at God’s promise but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, 
Romans 4:20, KJV - 20 He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God; 

3. Faith always gives glory to God.

Romans 4:20, NCV - 20 He never doubted that God would keep his promise, and he never stopped believing. He grew stronger in his faith and gave praise to God. 
4. Faith always has an unwavering dependency on God.   (Faith says, what God promises, God will perform!) 
Romans 4:21–25, HCSB - 21 because he was fully convinced that what He had promised He was also able to perform. 22 Therefore, it was credited to him for righteousness. 23 Now it was credited to him was not written for Abraham alone, 24 but also for us. It will be credited to us who believe in Him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. 25 He was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification. 
A
braham and Sarah experienced a long period of waiting, which might seem cruel from a human point of view.  But the Lord used the delay to accomplish two important objectives.  First, He wanted Abraham and all of his descendants to understand that His covenant was divine in origin and supernatural in its fulfillment.  Second, He wanted—through their personal experience—to cultivate Abraham and Sarah’s faith as they gained greater knowledge of His holy character and limitless power.                                – Dr. Charles Swindoll (Insights into Romans)
	Life Application Section:  “The Highway to Heaven”


A. Faith in God alone is the road on which the grace of God travels.
B. God’s Holy Word is the material out of which faith is built. 

C. Only those who travel this “Road of Faith” will go to Heaven. 

Romans 4:24, KJV – 24…but for us also, to whom it [ie., salvation] shall be imputed, if we believe on Him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead…
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	We are saved only by grace of God,

through our faith in God—not our works for God.


